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Son of late shah of Iran dies in his South End home. 
 By Tracy Jan, John R. Ellement, and Maria Cramer, Globe Staff 
 The 45-year-old son of the late shah of Iran died early this morning inside his South End home after 

he allegedly shot himself, according to Boston law enforcement officials and a Web posting by his 

brother. 
Prince Ali-Reza Pahlavi was found inside his West Newton Street home by Boston police around 2 a.m. 

today, according to police and the posting on rezapahlavi.org. 
�“It is with immense grief that we would like to inform our compatriots of the passing away of Prince 

Alireza Pahlavi,�’�’ according to the posting by his older brother, Reza Pahlavi. �“Like millions of young 

Iranians, he too was deeply disturbed by all the ills fallen upon his beloved homeland, as well as 

carrying the burden of losing a father and a sister in his young life.�’�’ 
The posting continued, �“although he struggled for years to overcome his sorrow, he finally 

succumbed, and during the night of the 4th of January 2011, in his Boston residence, took his own 

life, plunging his family and friends into great sorrow.�’�’ 



The statement added, �“Once again, we are joined with mothers, father and relatives of so many 

victims of these dark times for our country.�’�’ 
A law enforcement source in Boston confirmed that Ali-Reza Pahlavi is the person who apparently shot 

himself in the South End earlier today. 
Alireza Pahlavi�’s father was the shah of Iran and a close American ally. The shah was overthrown in 

the 1970s by a fundamentalist Islamic revolution that remains in power, bedeviling the current 

American administration with reported plans to produce nuclear weapons. 
Ali-Reza was born in 1966 and has lived in the South End for many years, but has kept a low public 

profile. The Globe reported incorrectly earlier today that Pahlavi was a student at the Harvard Divinity 

School. In fact, Pahlavi enrolled in a doctorate program in Near Eastern languages and civilizations at 

Harvard in 1993 but did not complete his degree, according to the registrar's office of the Faculty of 

Arts and Sciences. 
His older brother, Reza Pahlavi, is a lawyer who lives in the United States and has taken a much more 

public role in opposing the continued control of his homeland.  
A younger sister, Leila Pahlavi, died in a London hotel room in 2001 from an accidental overdose of 

prescription drugs,according to the Agence France Press. She also battled emotional problems for 

many years. 
A spokesman for Suffolk District Attorney Daniel F. Conley said today that the shooting death was 

under investigation and has not been officially classified a suicide. However, the spokesman, Jake 

Wark, said the shooting is not being investigated as a homicide.  
Boston police spokeswoman Elaine Driscoll said that �“preliminary investigation suggests that the bullet 

wound was self-inflicted.�’�’ 
John Tirman, a professor of international affairs at 

MIT in Cambridge, said the Pahlavi family has not 

played a major role in Iranian politics since the family 

left Iran, partly because the family was reviled by 

many Iranians because of the ruthlessness of the 

shah�’s regime and the family�’s extravagant lifestyle 

while in power. 
�“We don�’t like what is in Iran right now,�’�’ Tirman said. 

�“But what was there before was pretty nasty, too.�’�’ 
Tirman said he did not know Ali-Reza Pahlavi personally. 

adding that many close followers of the Pahlavis relocated to 

the US after his fall from power. The largest concentration is 

in California. he said. 
�“It�’s a very big community in the US, very well educated,�’�’ Tirman said. �“Many Iranians have been 

quite successful in business and academia and elsewhere in the US. It�’s not an exile community that 

had a head exactly, they were first among equals in that exile community.�’�’ 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2011/01/son_of_late_sha.html?p1=News_links 
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